
Govanhill Housing Association Winter 2016 1

MERRYLEE
NEWSLETTER

Winter 2017The newsletter of Govanhill Housing Association for tenants and factored owners in Merrylee

The Merrylee office will close at 12:00 noon, on Friday 
22nd December 2017 and will reopen on Monday 
8th January 2018

Any enquiries should be made to our Govanhill 
H.A. Office, Samaritan House, 79 Coplaw Street, 
Govanhill, G42 7JG.

Telephone – 0141 636 3636, or checkin@govanhillha.org

However, please note that the Office at 79 Coplaw St. will 
also be closed on the following dates;

25th/ 26th/ 27th December 2017 and 1st/ 2nd/ 3rd 
January 2018

For emergency repairs during office closure  
periods, please contact; 
Pointer Alarms – 0141 552 8647

FESTIVE GREETINGS
The staff and committees of the Association, Govanhill Community Development 

Trust wish you a happy festive season and all the best for 2018.

The Autumn Community Open Day was held on the 9th of 
September and was one of the best attended events yet. The day 
included face painting, a visit from the Fire Service and a wide 
range of fun activities for all the family.

Bursary still 
available 
for further 
education 
students
The residents’ group 
is keen to accept 
nominations for a £100 
bursary award to any 
local young person 
entering further or 
higher education in the 
coming year.
Any student who has 
confirmation of a place 
at college or university is 
welcome to apply. 

The group will be promoting 
the scheme through local 
secondary schools next term.

For more information, contact 
the residents group through 
the Ashmore Road office.

Autumn Community Open 
Day is Most Successful Yet!

See inside for more photos...

MERRYLEE OFFICE CLOSURES FOR THE FESTIVE PERIOD
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New Committee 
elected at Residents’ 
Group AGM
On Thursday the 12th of October the 
residents’ group held their Annual 
General Meeting. The meeting included a 
presentation from Govanhill Law Centre 
who spoke about the responsibilities of 
private landlords, and Govanhill Housing 
Association gave an update on housing 
management matters. The new committee 
elected their office bearers the following 
week: Chairperson is Gus Campbell, 
Secretary is Annabelle Mooney, Treasurer 
is Annette Gray and Vice Chairperson is 
Elizabeth Klein. They can be contacted via 
the housing office on Ashmore Road.

Merrylee tenants plan 
intergenerational work 
for 2018
The Merrylee registered tenants 
organisation has been making links with 
local churches and youth groups to take 
forward an intergenerational project in the 
New Year. The organisation aims to hold an 
event on at 6:30pm on Wednesday the 31st 
of January in Cathcart Trinity Church. At this 
event we will be looking for people to get 
involved in the project, as either an older, or 
younger person (feel free to decide to which 
category you belong!)

Look out for publicity and more information 
in the New Year. 

The Association wishes to congratulate 
the following residents on their success 
in the Best Garden and Best Veranda 
Competition. 

The winner of Best Veranda was Mrs Rae 
Stevenson, followed closely by Mr McCulloch 

and Ms Dalzell in 2nd place and Mr Gary 
Tierney in 3rd. 

The winner of Best Garden is Ella Graham 
with Mr Cummings in 2nd place and Marion 
Deed in 3rd. 

Congratulations everyone! 

Congratulations Competition Winners!

Community open day in pictures!
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Big Noise Govanhill provides the musical 
entertainment at the Tenants’ Conference

You don’t have to be an expert 
gardener to win Front Garden Prize
We asked Garden Competition winner Ella 
Graham to tell us the secret of her success.

I am not a gardening expert, I have no 
greenhouse or cold frames but I love flowers 
and watching them grow. 

If you want to start a garden, winter is the best 
time to clear out all the rubbish, turn over the 
soil and keep the area clear until spring. As 
soon as the frost has gone, turn over the soil 
and get ready for planting. 

Annual bedding plants from the Supermarket 
are my best friend – keep an eye out for them 
as they arrive on the shelves. Choose a colour 
scheme and plants of various heights. Don’t 
leave the plants outside until the frost has 
gone. 

Rake over the flower bed make a hole for 

each plant. Place a plant in each hole, fill with 
soil and firm it round about, once planting is 
complete, thoroughly water the plants. Scatter 
some slug pellets round each plant: slugs and 
snails will be hiding, waiting to pounce on a 
great feast. 

Don’t let the plants dry out – water them well 
(depending on the weather). Check for weeds 
regularly. If you remove dead flower heads, 
and you will usually find that more flowers 
grow. At any time greenfly etc can attach the 
plants, there are many ways of dealing with 
this but simply pouring soapy water over the 
plants can have the desired effect. 

The main thing is to have a go. All plants need 
is light, water food and a little TLC.

Good luck: and happy gardening!

Glasgow City Council will host a public meeting on environmental issues and community 
safety in Merrylee primary school in late January. The event will provide an opportunity to 
discuss any concerns you may have with the elected members.     

Dates and times will be confirmed in the New Year. 

Public Meeting on Safety and Environmental 
Issues Planned for the New Year
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When you have finished with
this magazine please recycle it.

When you have finished with
this magazine please recycle it.

Staying Safe Winter Special
Home Safety Tips from Police Scotland #KeepXmasSafe

Facebook Page 
Going Live in 
2018!
In early 2018 Govanhill Housing 
Association will be joining Facebook! 
If you are a social media user, you will 
have the opportunity to ‘like’ our page 
and keep up to date with the latest news 
and information from the Association. 
For more information contact Liz at  
lely@govanhillha.org. 

Tenants Ensure 
Satisfaction Survey  
Up to Scratch
The Association wishes to thank local 
tenants who met with us to test 
questions being included in the latest 
Tenant & Resident Satisfaction Survey. 
This made sure the questions make 
sense and are easy to understand.  
When the results have been analysed in 
the New Year we will be back in touch 
with participants.  Thank-you again for 
your support: your views really make 
a difference.

Keep your home 
secure:

Thieves know that over 
Christmas there will be 
presents and maybe 
more cash in your house 
than normal.  Keep your 
home secure - lock all 
windows and doors, 
don’t leave gifts in view 
of the windows and keep 
cash in your home to a 
minimum.

Going away?  
Lock up!

If you’re going away for 
Christmas, keep your 
home secure. Lock all 
windows and doors, 
set your house alarm 
if you have one, use 
timers on lights, cancel 
any deliveries and ask a 
neighbour or friend you 
trust to keep an eye out 
while you’re away.

Be careful during 
celebrations

If you’re having a house 
party with lots of guests, 
it can be all too easy 
for a thief to slip in 
unnoticed.  Make sure you 
know everyone who is 
there.  If you’re going to 
a party, don’t let anyone 
tailgate you into a house 
or through a secured 
communal entry door 
who may not be a guest.


